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The Singing of Swans
Mary Saracino

When you ask the right questions, 
the answers can change  

your life forever.

“The Singing of Swans is a remarkable narrative calling—even compelling—us to connect with our own an-
cestral roots, to seek our own inner wisdom, and to reclaim our own inner voices!”

Margaret Starbird
The Woman with the Alabaster Jar
& Mary Magdalene: Bride in Exile 

T he Singing of Swans takes protagonist Madalene Ross on a multi-century 
journey back and forth through time to reclaim her soul and her very contemporary 
American life. Along the way she encounters healers who fly through rooftops, 
herbalists who paint flaming images of Black Madonnas, an ancient priestess who 
helps rescue a Goddess statue from the clutches of an evil 70 BCE governor of 
Sicily, and an environmentally compromised lake in need of restoration. Elements 
of magical realism dovetail with historical storytelling as this compelling tale of 
redemption unfolds. 

“The Singing of Swans is more than a novel. It com-
bines an immense amount of learning, a great novelist’s 
ability to weave the present, the past, the far past, and 
the future into a spell-binding story…and to transmute 
all this into an offer of life to all of us trapped in contem-
porary deadening cultures…This novel may give you the 
courage to quit your dead-end job, book a flight to Italy, 
and, like Madalene, ‘exhilarated by the possibilities,’ howl 
‘at the brilliant blue Sicilian sky.”

Lucia Chiavola Birnbaum
Dark mother: african origins and godmothers
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“The Roman poet Ovid sang of the beautiful Sicilian 
lake where Persephone descended to the otherworld—a 
lake now dying from overdevelopment. No siren’s song 
could be more commanding than this novel centered on 
that magical lake. Generations of women of the streghe 
tradition—call them pagans, call them witches—join 
their voices in this tightly wrought magical chorus.”

Patricia  Monaghan 
The Goddess Path & 

The Red-Haired Girl from the Bog
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